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OK BARMAID, TRY
THIS: YOU CAN
IMAGINE GOD AS AN
ULTIMATELY
T PERFECT BEING,

RIGHT?

AND AN ULTIMATELY
PERFECT BEING
WOLLD HAVE TO

EXIST, meHT’

OTHERWISE, BY

DEFINITION, IT
N'T BE

THEREFORE GOP
ACTUALLY EXISTS -
OR YOUR CLAIM TO BE
ABLE TO IMAGINE HIM

IS FALSE
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%K | | NOW, WE'LL HAVE
E TWO MORE
PINTS OF YOUR

WHY DON'T YOU JUST DEFINE
THEM INTO EXISTENCE?

FINEST PLEASE,
BARMAID
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Reconstructing Anselm’s Argument

Define God as the being than which no greater can be conceived (=BNGCBC).

1.By definition, nothing greater than God can be conceived

2. Suppose God (=BNGCBC) does not exist.
A. If God does not exist, something greater than it can be conceived.
B. So, something greater than God (=BNGCBC) can be conceived.

3. But nothing greater than God can be conceived because, by definition, God
is BNGCBC. So, we cannot suppose that God does not exist.
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NOTA BENE:

Step 2 assumes that an existent being is greater than (more perfect
than) a non-existent being. That is, if you conceive of God-as-non-
existent, you can conceive of something greater than it, namely you

can conceive of God-as-existent.




Think of the greatest
concept ever
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Mowimagine that
it doesn 't exist Not so great
now, IS It?7
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S0 ifwhat you re thinking of 1s
really so great, t must exist!



Anselm’s Ontological Argument Made Simple

God is TTWNGCRC: God exists God either exists

The greatest thing in the mind — only qs an idea .OR

imaginable (as an idea) as ap idea and in
reality

Then God could Suppose God If an idea

have been greater exists only as an |—] could be real, it

than he is. idea... could be greater.

.

A greater being

Something greater

than God is [ than the greatest Contradiction!!
bl imaginable thing
possible. is possible?!
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God exists in False that God
reality. ; only exists in
mind.




The Abstract Form of Anselm’s Argument

1.By definition, nothing greater than 1. By definition, X is
God can be conceived. true

2. Suppose God does not exist. 2. Suppose Y is true

A. If God does not exist, something A. If Y is true, then
greater than it can be conceived. X is false

B. So, something greater than God B. So, X is false

can be conceived.

3. But X cannot be
3. But, by definition, nothing greater false, because by

than God can be conceived, so we definition, X is true.
cannot suppose God does not exist. So, Y must be false.




