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L.et’s Begin With Some Philosophy




Existential

Comies (1)

TODAY WS A DAY
MORE THAN ANY
OTHER THRT
MANKIND LOOKED ==
AT ITSELF '
AND DECLARED: s
"THE FUTURE 15 HERE!"
A MACHINE .
HAD BEEN
INVENTED THAT &
COULD INSTANTLY
TRANSPORT OBJECTS,
AND EVEN PEOPLE, s
rroM oNe  MgFs K 08
PLACE To *a
ANOTHER.
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fsmppmq CENTERS AND AIRPORTS WERE REPLACED BY TELEPORTATION
(ENTER% ACRO5% THE GLOBE. TRAVEL BECAME INSTANT AND CHEAP.
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x BUT SOME ARGUED THAT THE MACHINES DID MORE THAN TRANSPORT

PEOPLE, THEY ALS0 KILLED THEM, SINCE THE MACHINES DIDN'T
USE EXACTLY THE SAME ATOMS N EXACTLY THE SAME
POSITION, WHAT ARRIVED ON THE OTHER SIDE WASN'T

THE ORIGINAL BUT ONLY A COPY. HOWEVER,
BE(AUSE THE COPY HAD THE MEMORY OF
THE ORIGINAL'S PAST, IT BELIEVED

IT WAS THE SAME PEH'SGH..




Existential

Comics (2)

THEY SAID IT ONLY APPEARED AS
THOUGH You WERE TRANSPORTED
BECAUSE THE EFFECT WAS INSTANT.

WHAT IF THE MACHINE WERE ALTERED 90 THE OPY

APPEARED A THOUSAND YEARS LATER? WouLD

IT 4TILL BE THOUGHT To BE THE SAME PERSON
DESPITE ALL THAT TIME IN NON-EXISTENSE?

=) iy

WORSE STILL,WHAT IF THE COPY ARPEARED SLIGHTLY BEFORE THE ORIGINAL VANISHED, AND WAS ABLE To WATCH THE FINAL MOMENT OF
THE ORIGINAL'S LIFE BEFORE THEY VANISHED FOBEVER? IT WOULD BECOME CLEAR THAT THEY WERE ONLY A CLONE, (REATED AT THAT MOMENT.

" OUR PROTAGONIST WAS AMONG THE MOST PASSIONATE OF THEM, HE [ He PICKETED AND PROTESTED, AND TRIED 0 CONVINGE THE WORLD .
THEY WERE MEN WHO HAD LIVED LONG LIVES WHEN THEY HAD ONLY JUST - 0

SEEN CREATED . MONENT BEFORE. - T
parony) | | TREPORTATION
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Existential

Comics (3)

1 HOWEVER HIS ARGUMENTS WERE To0 COMPLEX AND ﬁaﬂmﬂ,"anh Tmz
% CONVENIENCE OF INSTANT T'EFNEL Too GRE&T ( oA~

—
. Y -‘_ e P -

- BUT THEHE HMFM . BEEH

‘s mn' REPORTS OF ILLNESS OR |

MEMORY LO%5 FROM USING /
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_—THE PUBLIC SIMPLY DIDN'T (ARE..

ARE TELEPORTA i oW S
HARMFUL TO HUMANSY | B

—————— |NRC

FEW WOULD EVEN LISTEN T0 His ARGUNENTS, AND EVEN FOR THOSE |
— WHO WOULD THE CONVENIENCE? OF THE MACHINE FnR
OUTWEIGHED 5UCH nN ﬂﬁﬁ’rﬁﬁt’f FEAR. S

HE FELT HOPELESS AS MILLIONS MARCHED TO THEIR
DEATH JusT To SAVE A BIT OF TIME.

THE 6REH1Y5T GENOCIDE OF ALL TIME *
Wﬁ TAKING PLACE AND INSTEAD OF BATTLING AGAINST IT,
THE WORLD CHEERED IT ON P9 PROGRESS

THEN BY CHANCE AN EXTRAODINARY THiNG HAPPENED.
" "THERE HE WAS: THE DEVIL HIMSELF.
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Existential

Comics (4)

AHA! 50 Y0U ADHYT 1T 1 MERELY COPYNG THEM, NoT |

MOVING THEM! YOUR MACHINE 15 KILLING MILLIONS

AND CREATING NOTHING BUT CLONES IN rurm PLh(E' 4\

; (.hﬂ 1 AsK You -;nnETHm.:,‘P \
DOES YOUR MACHINE REASSEMBLE

| THE PERSON WITH THE EXACT SAME |
MOLECULES IN THE SAME
N POSITION?

| MOVE AROUND, IF THAT

15 WHAT Y0U ARE
_ASHING.

MY BOY, SURELY YoU DON'T THINK
THAT "YOU" ARE THE INDIVIDUAL
ATOMS OF YR BopY, po You?
ONE CARBON ATOM IS THE $SAME
A5 THE NEXT! AND ‘Yous BopY
[TSELF FLUSHES OUT AND
REPLACES ATOMS ALL

THE TIME, YET

YoU $RY NOTHING OF

COPIES,

" INDIVIDUAL ATOMS |



 THOUGH OF COURSE, THERE I5 A SHORT INTERRUPTION
- | % | OF THE CONSLIOUSNESS, BUT NO MORE THAN BEING |
"YOU" AR NOT THE ATOMS IN YOUR BoDY . ' . KNOCKED UNCONSUIOUS OR EVEN SIMPLY A GOOP ./
BUT THE PATTERN OF THE ATOMS. YOUR CONSCIOUSNESS 15 | o \-.._ NIGHT'S SLEEP ‘___;/—//
| AN EMERGENT FEATURE OF THAT PATTERN, NOT OF ANY . \"T‘ IF YOUR PERSISTENT SELF SURVIVES THAT, TH}[\
| PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL ATOMS, AND IT |5 THE PATTERN A IT CERTAINLY SURVIVES MY MACHINE.

. WHICH 15 TRANSPORTED AND MAINTAINED. 4 P p &N
: ) & L L Goop m}:\:
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Existential

THE OLD MAN WAS RIGHT, THERE
WAS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ONE
gn ATOM AND THE NEXT.

Comics (O ,J_.f;H;;s DD o7 3227 i ey WO
ONDERING F . DEATH WATED HIN..

A MANS LIFE 15 THE CONSCIOUSNESS PRODUCED BY THE PATTERN

OF ATOMS, [T DOESN'T MATTER IF THE ATOMS ARE CHANGED, ONLY IF
THE CONSUOUSNESS 15 INTERUPTED...BUT WHAT THEN IF IT ISP




(lass Exercise

+ What is the philosophical question at issue?
+ What are the two — or more? — possible answers?
+ What arguments support a certain answer?

+ What arguments support the opposite answer?



A Definition of Philosophy

“Philosophy is the ungainly attempt to tackle
questions that come naturally to children
using methods that come naturally to lawyers”

(David Hills)



What Is Philosophy for?

At the very least, it
makes you a much
better reasoner and
problem solver

Most importantly, it
helps you see the

world in new ways



l.ao-17ze

Mastering others is strength.
Mastering yourself is true power.

By letting it go it all gets done. The
world is won by those who let it go.
But when you try and try. The world
is beyond the winning.

If you realize that all things change,
there is nothing you will try to hold
on to. If you are not afraid of dying,
there is nothing you cannot achieve.

Lao Tze, Tao Te Ching




Philosophical Questions We Will

Eixplore in This Course




PART 1 — God

Can we prove
that God exists?

Can there be an
infinite regress
of causes
without a first
cause?

Does the concept
of God imply its
existence?

Bruegel the Elder, Tower of Babel



PART 2 — Free Will and Determinism

(DO YOU THINK
THE CHEMISTRY
OF THE BRAIN

CONTROLS WHAT
PEOPLE DO7

THEN HOW CAN WE
BLAME PEOPLE FOR
THEIR ACTIONS 7

CHOOSE. .

)

(50, YOURE SAYING THE
"FREE WILL" PART OF

THE BRAIN 15 EXEMPT
FROM THE NATURAL
LAWS OF PHYSICS.

ARE YOU SAYING
THAT “FREE WILL"
IS NOT PART OF
THE BRAIN?

(OF COURSE IT IS. BUT
IT'S THE PART OF THE
BRAIN THAT'S OUT g
THERE JUST BEING g
)
i

BECAUSE PEOPLE
HAVE FREE WILL
TO DO AS THEY

OBVIOUSLY. OTHERWISE
WE COULON'T DLAME
PEOFLE FOR ANYTHING

THE "FREE wiILL"
PART OF THE

'

THEY DO. | oramn 15
i ATTACHED OR
j || 00es 1T aust

?
i GOAT NEARBY J
TV
b R 4%

(DO YOU THINK )

[s the future
predetermined?

If the future is
predetermined, do
we still have free

will?

If the future is
predetermined, are
we still morally
responsible?



PART 5 — Mind, Body and ldentity

What are we?
Are we spirit?
Are we matter?

Can physics
explain our
subjective
consciousness?

Do we persist
through time?




PART 4 — Time and Change

What are past, present and
future? Do they exist?

Does time flow at the
same speed everywhere?

Does the world change or

is change just a

construction of our

minds?
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Fig. 140. A tangled tale.
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